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Conclusions and recommendations - 85  

85. Countries have continued to see sustainable tourism 
development as a strategic sector when addressing a variety of 
issues, including  
poverty alleviation;  
the protection of biodiversity and cultural heritage;  
actions with regard to climate change;  
economic diversification; and  
the enhancement of inclusive development  
for all population groups, and for which policies and legislation 
continue to be updated or newly introduced. 
In this context, the International Year of Sustainable Tourism for 
Development, 2017, represented an important milestone for 
tourism as it facilitated the mobilization of stakeholders and 
awareness-raising of the sector’s contribution to sustainable 
development. 
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Conclusions and recommendations - 85  

The General Assembly may wish to consider inviting Governments:  
 

 (a) To continue to strengthen efforts to implement the 
Sustainable Development Goals in general, and Goals 8, 12 and 14, 
in particular, and, in that regard foster examples of good practices and 
innovative solutions within the tourism sector; 
 

 (b) To introduce measures and support initiatives aimed at 
promoting the employment in tourism of disadvantaged groups, 
including the poor, women, young people, indigenous peoples, older 
employees and persons with disabilities; 
 

 (c) To apply whole-of-government approaches and enhanced 
policy and institutional coherence, supporting funding mechanisms 
and initiatives for poverty alleviation projects, including initiatives 
from community-based organizations and small private sector 
entities;  
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8 - PROMOTE SUSTAINED, INCLUSIVE AND 
SUSTAINABLE ECONOMIC GROWTH, FULL AND 
PRODUCTIVE EMPLOYMENT AND DECENT WORK 
FOR ALL 

An important part of economic growth is that people have jobs 
that pay enough to support themselves and their families. The 
good news is that the middle class is growing worldwide—almost 
tripling in size in developing countries in the last 25 years, to 
more than a third of the population. But today, job growth is not 
keeping pace with the growing labour force. Things don’t have to 
be that way. We can promote policies that encourage 
entrepreneurship and job creation. We can eradicate forced 
labour, slavery and human trafficking. And in the end we can 
achieve the goal of decent work for all women and men by 2030. 
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12 - ENSURE SUSTAINABLE CONSUMPTION AND 
PRODUCTION PATTERNS 

Some people use a lot of stuff, and some people use very little—
in fact, a big share of the world population is consuming too little 
to meet even their basic needs. Instead, we can have a world 
where everybody gets what they need to survive and thrive. And 
we can consume in a way that preserves our natural resources 
so that our children can enjoy them, and their children and their 
children after that. The hard part is how to achieve that goal. 
We can manage our natural resources more efficiently and 
dispose of toxic waste better. Cut per capita food waste in half 
globally. Get businesses and consumers to reduce and recycle 
waste. And help countries that have typically not consumed a lot 
to movetowards more responsible consumption patterns. 
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14 - CONSERVE AND SUSTAINABLY USE THE 
OCEANS, SEAS AND MARINE RESOURCES 
FOR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT 

The oceans make human life possible. Their temperature, their 
chemistry, their currents, their life forms. For one thing, more than 3 
billion people depend on marine and coastal diversity for their 
livelihoods. But today we are seeing nearly a third of the world’s 
fish stocks overexploited. That’s not a sustainable way of life. Even 
people who live nowhere near the ocean can’t live without it. 
Oceans absorb about 30 percent of the carbon dioxide that humans 
produce; but we’re producing more carbon dioxide than ever before 
and that makes the oceans more acidic—26% more, since the start 
of the industrial revolution. Our trash doesn’t help either—13,000 
pieces of plastic litter on every square kilometer of ocean. Sounds 
bad, right? Don’t despair! The Sustainable Development Goals 
indicate targets for managing and protecting life below water. 
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Conclusions and recommendations - 86  

86. In the light of the Cancun Declaration on 
Mainstreaming the Conservation and Sustainable 
Use of Biodiversity for Well-being, in which the 
importance of tourism for mainstreaming biodiversity 
conservation is emphasized and in which tourism is 
recognized as an enabling agent of change, the 
General Assembly may wish:  
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Cancun Declaration on Mainstreaming the 
Conservation and Sustainable Use of Biodiversity 
for Well-being (COP 13 – Cancun Mexico 2016) 

The Convention was opened for signature on 5 June 1992 at the United Nations 
Conference on Environment and Development (the Rio "Earth Summit") 
 

Article 1. Objectives 
 

The objectives of this Convention, to be pursued in accordance with its relevant 
provisions, are the conservation of biological diversity, the sustainable use 
of its components and the fair and equitable sharing of the benefits arising 
out of the utilization of genetic resources, including by appropriate access to 
genetic resources and by appropriate transfer of relevant technologies, taking into 
account all rights over those resources and to technologies, and by appropriate 
funding. 
 

The parties to the convention meet annually in "Conference of the Parties - COP" 
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Cancun Declaration on Mainstreaming the 
Conservation and Sustainable Use of Biodiversity 
for Well-being (COP 13 – Cancun Mexico 2016) 

To work at all levels within our governments and across all 
sectors to mainstream biodiversity, establishing effective 
institutional, legislative and regulatory frameworks, tailored to 
national needs and circumstances, and incorporating an inclusive 
economic, social, and cultural approach with full respect for 
nature and human rights, through the following actions: ... 
 
ANNEX 
Guidance for Mainstreaming Conservation and Sustainable use of Biodiversity in 
the Agriculture, Forestry, Fisheries and Tourism Sectors 
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Cancun Declaration – Annex (1) 

Guidance for Mainstreaming Conservation and Sustainable use 
of Biodiversity in the Agriculture, Forestry, Fisheries and Tourism 
Sectors 
... 
Tourism: 
The tourism sector is one of the major sectors in the global economy. 
Nature-based tourism relies on biodiversity and diverse ecosystems to 
attract tourists. Tourism can contribute directly to the conservation of 
sensitive areas and habitats through a variety of activities such as park-
entrance fees and by raising awareness of the importance of 
biodiversity. There are pathways for ensuring the long-term sustainability 
of tourism while also ensuring that it positively contributes to biodiversity, 
including: 
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Cancun Declaration – Annex (2) 

1. Integrate biodiversity into policies and models of economic and 
social development for tourism as an enabling agent for change; 
2. Promote tourism linkages which support decoupling economic 
growth from environmental degradation in the tourism sector and 
beyond; 
3. Implement responsible business practices; 
4. Consolidate tourism as a source of quality jobs, investment, 
training and development to improve peoples’ livelihoods, 
including by working with indigenous and local communities to 
support their aspirations; 
5. Promote tourism as a rewarding experience for visitors, while 
improving the appreciation, conservation and sustainable use of 
biodiversity; 
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Cancun Declaration – Annex (3) 

6. Encourage the adoption of practices for sustainable green and blue 
infrastructure, sustainable production and consumption, the conservation 
of landscapes and ecosystems, the use of land planning and the 
promotion of cultural values associated with biodiversity; 
7. Promote the development and use of technologies to transform 
tourism into a preservation tool for biological diversity; 
8. Implement the World Tourism Organization’s Sustainable Tourism 
Program; 
9. Invest in educational programmes for tourism operators so they can 
better understand the importance of biodiversity in their work; 
10. Develop and support institutional frameworks to support the 
development of sustainable tourism; and 
11. Invest in capacity-building programmes on biodiversity for the 
tourism sector.  
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Conclusions and recommendations - 86  

 (a) To invite Governments, international agencies and other 
relevant organizations to mainstream biodiversity conservation in the 
tourism sector and in climate change plans and strategies, intertwining 
economic, social and cultural elements with climate change adaptation 
approaches and the preservation of relevant ecosystem services;  

 (b) To maintain local supply chains and encourage and support 
small and medium-sized enterprises in emerging destinations and with 
various tourism business models to work to alleviate poverty, protect the 
environment and promote sustainable development and the attainment 
of the Sustainable Development Goals;  

 (c) To ensure responsible resource management, addressing 
the negative impacts of overtourism and respect for environmental and 
sociocultural capacities;  
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Conclusions and recommendations - 86  

  

 (d) To improve and expand existing sustainable tourism 
observatories in destinations in order to enhance the measurement, 
monitoring and reporting of environmental footprints and the beneficial 
effects of tourism operations;  
 

 (e) To promote public awareness-raising, education and 
training on sustainable and environmentally friendly tourism and on the 
positive impact that sustainable consumer choices can have;  
 

 (f) To promote the content of the Cancun Declaration at all 
levels and in all sectors and mobilize the necessary resources to meet 
its requirements. 
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Conclusions and recommendations - 87  

87. The close interlinkages between tourism and social, economic and 
environmental issues, and the sector’s ability to act as an agent of 
change, oblige the tourism sector to adopt sustainable consumption and 
production practices that help to accelerate the global shift towards 
sustainability. In this regard, the General Assembly may wish:  
 

 (a) To stress the need for the integration of sustainable 
consumption and production patterns in the tourism sector, including 
through identifying and adopting tourism planning approaches aimed at 
improving resource efficiency;  

 (b) To encourage the demand for alternative models, 
particularly circular business models based on renewable resources, 
longer and diverse product life cycles, shared consumption and 
interconnected value chains, in order to ensure sustainability not only in 
the tourism sector, but for the overall sustainable development of 
destinations;  
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Conclusions and recommendations - 87  

 (c) To encourage Governments, the tourism sector and relevant 
organizations to join the Sustainable Tourism Programme of the One 
Planet network, so as to accelerate the shift to sustainable consumption 
and production patterns in the tourism sector, and as an implementation 
mechanism for Sustainable Development Goal 12, with potential to 
advance work on the other Goals of the 2030 the Agenda, the global 
blueprint for sustainable development;  
 

 (d) To encourage Governments and other stakeholders to make 
use of the “Tourism for SDGs - journey to 2030” platform, launched by 
UNWTO and Switzerland (on the sidelines of the Economic and Social 
Council high-level political forum on sustainable development) as a new 
tool aimed at advancing the contributions of tourism to the attainment of 
the Sustainable Development Goals.  
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Conclusions and recommendations - 88  

88. Through the systematic application of monitoring, evaluation 
and information management techniques, policymakers, 
planners, tourism managers and other relevant stakeholders are 
able to strengthen institutional capacities to support the 
formulation and implementation of sustainable tourism policies, 
strategies, plans and management processes.  
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Conclusions and recommendations - 89  

89. Tourism, like other sectors, is currently experiencing a rapid 
digital transformation, offering new opportunities to improve 
sustainability based on timely evidence, making it even more 
relevant as a key element for the competitiveness of the sector - 
a trend that is expected to grow even stronger in the future. 
In this regard, the General Assembly may wish:  
 

 (a) To invite Governments and relevant stakeholders to 
welcome the many opportunities that the new digital 
transformation of the tourism sector offers and, therefore, to 
foster smart solutions that integrate knowledge from traditional 
and non-traditional data sources, supporting related capacity-
building activities, ensuring long-term participation of local 
communities and the overall strengthening of a more holistic, 
evidence-driven approach to sustainable development in tourism;  
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Conclusions and recommendations - 89  

 (b) To welcome and provide support to tourism stakeholders at 
all levels in their efforts to acquire and utilize the expertise needed for 
the digital transformation of their businesses and destinations and to 
support efforts to enhance available data with georeferenced, spatial 
components (location intelligence) for more precise and timely 
information generation in tourism;  
 

 (c) To encourage Governments to consider the destination’s 
specific sociocultural and environmental context and challenges when 
developing smart destination systems, objectives, strategies and action 
plans, prioritizing needs when implementing smart solutions;  
 

 (d) To urge countries and destinations to follow participatory 
approaches with all stakeholders, making responsible use of the 
possibilities that new technological solutions offer, strengthening 
dialogue, transparency and ethics as key elements for sustainable and 
resilient destinations;  
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Conclusions and recommendations - 89  

 (e) To join relevant UNWTO initiatives such as the project on measuring 
sustainable tourism and the International Network of Sustainable Tourism 
Observatories to support the worldwide practice of informed policymaking through 
the identification and dissemination of best practices and enhanced awareness of 
and capacity-building for sustainability among tourism stakeholders;  
 

 (f) To encourage Governments, international organizations and the 
tourism sector to continuously and proactively improve knowledge exchange and 
cooperation, supporting and fostering open data platforms for the sustainable 
development of the sector, in collaboration with other sectors;  
 

 (g) To encourage close cross-sector cooperation on smart solutions for 
destinations to ensure the scalability of solutions and their impacts as a means to 
meet the challenges laid down by the digital transformation.  
 

 (h) To invite the United Nations, specialized agencies and Governments 
to strengthen public-private partnerships, financing technology and innovation 
while investing in knowledge and human capital. 
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